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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 05287 050345Z 
ACTION PM-05 

INTO OCT-OI EUR-I2 NEA-II ISO-00 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 
MCE-00 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 L-03 TRSE-00 EB-08 
ACDA-I2 /084W 

072919 050350Z/I0 

R04I100Z JUN 78 

PM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8694 

INPO SEC OF DBF WASHDC/DSAA/ASD:ISA 

CNO WASHDC 

COMNAVAIRSYSCOM WASHDC 
CHNAVMAT WASHDC 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK 
COMIDEASTPOR 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE/ECJ4/77 

CONPIDENTIAL TEHRAN 5287 

CNO FOR OP-63E: NAVMAT FOR 08F; NAVAIR FOR PMA-26I, 4103 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS IR 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR LOA FOR SIX RH-53D HELICOPTERS 

1 . IRANIAN DEPUTY MINISTER OP WAR POR ARMANENT (DMOWA LTR 
303/I40I-0I-39-I9 DATED 29 JAN 78 (NOTAL) REQUESTED LOA FOR 

SIX RH-53D HELICOPTERS. 

2. REQUEST CONPIRM THE POLLOWING SO THAT ARMISH/MAAG CAN 
ADVISE THE DMOWA AND IMPERIAL IRANIAN NAVY OP SITUATION 
WITH RESPECT TO SUBJECT. 

A. RH-53D IS NOT CURRENTLY AVAILABLE. 

B. SIKRSKY PRODUCTION LINE IS CLOSED. 

C. START UP COST WOULD BE EXPENSIVE. 

D. TIME DELAY INVOLVED WOULD BE EXCESSIVE FOR RH-53D 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TEHRAN 05287 050345Z 

DELIVERY. 

EM THERE ARE NO RH-53D RESOURCES IN THE US NAVY INVENTORY 
WHICH COULD BE TRANSFERRED TO GOI TO REDUCE LEAD TIME. 

P. SIKORSKY HAS RECENTLY BEEN AWARDED A US CONTRACT 
POR THE CH-53E, THE THREE ENGINE (T-64) HELICOPTER. 

(IP THE CH-53E BECOMES AVAILABLE AS AN RH OR MH MODEL 
(MINESWEEPER) WE ASSUME IT MAY BE MORE COST 
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EFFECTIVE FOR THE GOI TO PROCURE THE RH-53E.) 

3. IN ADDITION, REQUEST: (A) BEST ESTIMATE ON 
POSSIBILITY OF RESTART OF RH-53D PRODUCTION LINE; (B) 

TIME TO PRODUCE RH-53D IF RESTART FEASIBLE; AND (C) 

PREDICTED AVAILABILITY TIME FRAME FOR RH-53E. 

SULLIVAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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